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A Word From Pastor Jack… 

 

YOUR APPROACH IS EVERYTHING 

 As an armchair sports enthusiast, I see many pre-game interviews. A reporter approaches the player 
in the locker room and asks, 

 “How are you feeling about this game? What are your expectations today?” 

 The player smiles and replies, “I feel great. We’re going to win.” 

 Not once have I heard a player say, “Their team is better than ours. We’re doomed. I don’t even want 
to play today.” 

 Expectations are important. When you show up at work your attitude either energizes your work for 
the day or saps your spirit from the start. The great author, Unknown, is attributed with the saying, “A bad 
attitude is like a flat tire. You won’t get anywhere until you change it.” 

 If your approach to everyday life is important, so are your expectations when it comes to worship. If 
there were a pre-service interview before church began, I wonder what the average churchgoer would say?  

 “How are you feeling about this service, what are your expectations today?”  

 “To be honest, I’m kind of sleepy. We’ll probably sing the same worship songs. The preacher will tell 
a slightly interesting story or two. I’m not expecting much.” 

 What if we come to church with an altered approach? What if we walk through the front doors ex-

pecting to meet Jesus? Psalm 100 is a popular passage of Scripture this time of year due to its reference to 

thanksgiving. It’s a psalm of expectation. The Psalm encourages worshippers as they approach the tabernacle, 

“Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with 

praise.” (Psalm 100:4). If you believe it is the job of the church 

service to fill you with praise, think again. You bring praise and 

gratitude with you. As you enter the doors to worship, you wipe 

the worldliness from your feet, shake off the dust of bitterness, 

and pull the cloak of worry from your shoulders. Your praise 

doesn’t come from where you’ve been and what you’ve seen all 

week. Your praise rises from the One you have come to worship. 

Come with the right approach, a grateful heart filled with praise, 

and Jesus will meet you there. 
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UPCOMING SERMONS 

* We will be Observing The Lord’s Supper on November 2nd 

*Nov. 2 “A Song of Victory” Exodus 15:1-18 

 Nov. 9 “A Song of Rejoicing” 1 Samuel 2:1-10 

 Nov. 16 “A Song of Remembrance” 1 Samuel 16:7-36 

 Nov. 23 A Celebration of Thanksgiving  

 Nov. 30 “A Song of Fulfillment” Luke 1:46-55 

SERMON SERIES: SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

Quaker Gap Baptist Church Financial Summary 
January 1, 2025 through September 30, 2025 

General Fund  Actual Budget Variance 
 Church Offering $554,206 $262,582 $291,624 
 Special Purpose Funds $ 22,446           0  $ 22,446 
 Total Receipts $576,652 $262,585  $314,070 
 Expenses $306,325 $262,582 $ 43,743 
Receipts Over Expenses   $270,327     $270,327 

Checking/MM/CD Account Balances as of September 30, 2025 
 General Fund $638,854* 
 Building Fund $200,352 
 Cemetery Fund $454,598** 

 * $27,201 in Money Market 
 **$ 9,320 in Cemetery CD 

Ladies Christmas Dinner 

 All ladies are invited to attend this year's Ladies' Christmas Dinner in 
the Quaker Gap Fellowship Hall on Thurs-

day, December 4th, at 6:30 PM. The theme is 
“What Christmas Means to Me,” and our 
food will be prepared by our favorite chef, 
Dennis Ruff and crew! Tickets are $15 per 
person, and will be on sale in the classroom 
behind the sanctuary following morning ser-
vices beginning November 9th. If you would 
like to host a table, please contact Lynne 
Bowman, Debbie Matthews, or Beth James. 
Your ticket will be free if you host a table. 
Invite your friends and family; this is always 
a great kick-off to the Christmas season. 

1 Brandon Combs 
 Alison Gaudet de Lestard 
 Jacob Smith 
 Jacob Van Meter 
3 David Castellucci 
4 Lewis Carroll 
 Kristy Sands Eaker 
 Alyssa Hinson 
 Joey Lemons 
 Jincy Little 
 Ashley Spalding Mitchell 
 Allie O’Neal (4 yrs. old) 
5 Bob Lee 
6 Morgan Hayden 
 Billy Kreeger 
 Mary Lawson 
 Debbie Matthews 
 Doug Rose 
7 Crystal Largen Kiser 
 Michelle Sells 
 Jonah Snyder (3 yrs. old) 
9 Dennis Ruff 

 Jeff Weavil 
11 Darren Forkel 
 Beth James 
15 Caleb Todd 
16 Audrey Wall 
17  Michelle Henry 
 Kathy Holt 
 Colby Snow 
 Carrie Ann Southern 
18  Vanessa Boles 
 Amy Embree 
 Kyle Groves 
 Donnie White 
19  Sarah Allen 
20  Judy Forrest 
21  Amanda Goins 
24  Lauren Hanes 
25  Sally Manley 
26  Larry Linville 
27  Todd Bowman 
  Cory Snow 
28  Bradley Burge 
  Julie Dow 
  Brenda Mabe 
  Steve McKnight 
  Terry Todd 
29  Brennan Clark 
 Janice White 
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James' Lagniappe  
(lan-yap, n. a little something extra) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gemini vs. Paul 

 A coworker introduced me to Gemini awhile back. It is a form of Artificial Intelligence or AI 
that is embedded in the Google platform.  AI is becoming pervasive in all walks of life, so much so 
that policies and procedures are being created to guide the use of it in the workplace.  A bit of a 
skeptic, and hesitant to jump into the AI pool, I continue to test it and try to catch mistakes or errors. 
So today I asked Gemini “When is it easy to be grateful?” I was not surprised by the answer. “It’s 
easiest to be grateful after overcoming a challenge, during unexpected positive surprises, in moments of deep 
connection and love, when experiencing simple, basic comforts after deprivation, and on milestones and special 
occasions.” And, then Gemini concluded: “In short, gratitude is easiest when the “gift” is immediate-
ly recognizable…” In other words, gratitude is easiest when I can see it. 

 When I accepted Jesus as my LORD and Savior, I did not see the Holy Spirit or touch the joy 
that filled my life. It was a change that I felt on the inside that the burden of all the guilt that I had 

been carrying was no longer on my shoulders. The Holy Spirit 
did enter my life, and yes, there was and is abundant joy that 
wraps around me. It is for all those reasons that I’m grateful. The 
Apostle Paul, wrote to the church in Thessalonica “Rejoice al-
ways, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” In the morning. At 
lunchtime. In the evening. At bedtime. Be grateful. In sadness. 
During disappointment. In pain. During grief. Be grateful. In cel-
ebration. In poverty. In moments of despair. In plenty. Be grate-

ful.  I don’t want to be grateful only when I can see, touch, hear, 
or feel a reason for gratitude. I truly want to be grateful in all cir-
cumstances. I prefer Paul’s words over Gemini, hands down! 

 Soli Deo gloria, (Glory to God alone) 

      James 

16Rejoice always, 17pray continually, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.                          1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 niv 
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The Messenger is a monthly publication of Quaker Gap Baptist Church, 2265 Flat Shoals Road—King, NC 
Phone: (336) 994-2117, Fax: (336) 994-2116; E-mail: Office@QuakerGap.org 

Rev. Dr. Jack Darida, Senior Pastor 
Rev. James Byrd, Minster of Music April Ragan, Administrative Assistant 

Outreach Ministry Donations 

 Last month, we collected 6 bars of 
soap, 6 bottles of body wash, 2 bottles of 
liquid hand soap, 10 deodorant sticks, 7 
bottles of shampoo, 15 toothbrushes, 20 
tubes of tooth paste, 1 bottle of mouth-
wash, 2 packs of 72 baby wipes, 2 hair 

brushes, 3 packs of 5 razor blades, 2 cans of shaving cream, 6 
packages of feminine hygiene products, 2 pkgs. of band aids, 1 
box of Cheerios , 8 jars of applesauce, 36 qts. of shelf stable 
milk, 6 boxes of mac & cheese, and 1 bag of rice. 
 Please remember that this is an ongoing ministry, 
and we will continue to collect items for KOM and ESOM 
each month, rotating between two. 
 The most needed items are personal care products 
(soap, shampoo, toothpaste, etc.) feminine sanitary prod-
ucts, baby diapers, and toddler diaper pull-ups. 
 Donations may be left outside the front entrance of 
the fellowship hall and educational building on Wednesday 
evenings and Sunday mornings. 

Women Warriors Meeting 

 Make plans to join the Women Warriors for 
our next meeting on Thursday, November 6th, at 6:30 

PM at the home of Beth James (128 
Whispering Creek Rd in King). 
We will share a meal of a variety 
of soups, and all ladies are invited 
to attend! We will continue our 
study from the Daily Grace book, 
It Is Well. Hope you can come!  

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 

 9:30 AM Sunday School 
 10:30 AM Worship Service 
  Children’s Church 
 6-7:00 PM Youth Bible Study 

Tuesday 
 6:00 AM Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 

Wednesday 

 7-8:00 PM Adult Bible Study 
  Choir Rehearsal 
  GapKids 
 8:15 PM Worship Band Rehearsal 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 

 It is that time of year again, when we 
pack gift-filled shoeboxes to send to needy 
children around the world. You can help 
pack shoeboxes in these ways:  
1) Make a donation for our GapKids to 

shop and pack shoeboxes. The dona-
tion box is in the east foyer. Our Gap-
Kids will go shopping for items to fill 
shoeboxes on November 12th, and pack 

them during a packing party on Saturday, November 15th. 
2) Pack your own shoebox. You can pick up empty shoe-

boxes in the west foyer through November 9th (packing 
instructions and boy/girl age labels are in the boxes). 

3) You can go to Samaritan’s Purse website 
(www.samaritanspurse.org/oc), and build a shoebox. 
There, you can choose what goes in the box. The cost is $30.  

 Be sure to bring your gift-filled shoeboxes to church 
on November 16th, for our shoebox collection and dedication. 

 Our Christmas Angel Tree is up in the west 
foyer of the church for our Seeds of Hope campers. If 
you can help, please take a tag from the tree, shop for 
that child, and return the unwrapped gifts back under 
the tree in a bag with the tag attached, anytime before 

November 23rd. You all have always been so gener-
ous, and it is appreciated more than you know. Thank 
you so much!! 

Thank You 

Thanks for your kindness and thoughtfulness.  

Hope you know how very much you’re appreciated 

and what a difference you make. 

To: Jeri Darida, Jennifer Utley, Shirley Samuels, Debbie & Kevin Hicks, 

Jeff Fuchs, Jane & Dennis Ruff, Julie & Julius Tingen, Debbie Neary, 

Steve Taylor, Jim Morton, Lloyd Allan, Larry Linville, Jean Gause, 

Jonathan Martin, April & Steve Ragan 

What a great example of Christian love all of you have shown to 

Ann and I. Thank you, thank you, thank you for all of your help! 

God bless you, brothers and sisters. Ann (and I) love you! 

    Sincerely, 

    Jim Walton 
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Quaker Gap Baptist Church Activities 

Deadline for 
August Messenger 

Submissions 

12:00 NOON Deadline 
for Bulletin 

Submissions 

  9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
     Children’s Church 

 

 

Deadline for 
August  

Newsletter 
Submissions 

Pending our Governor’s Executive Order 

and our Pastor’s Best Judgement Due to 

the COVID-19 Pandemic 

7-8:00 PM SALTEENS’ 

YOUTH GROUP  

MEETING IN PICNIC 

SHELTER 

      @ Fellowship 

7-8:00 PM SALTEENS’ 

YOUTH GROUP  

MEETING IN PICNIC 

SHELTER 

      @ Fellowship 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30 
 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

  8:00 AM Men & Boys’  
  Breakfast 
  9:15 AM Prayer Group 
  9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Outdoor Worship  
     Service / Covered Dish 
     Children’s Church 

  6-7:00 PM Youth Bible  
     Study 

  9:15 AM Prayer Group 
  9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
      Children’s Church 

  5-7:30 PM Youth Rally at  
    South Stokes High  
   School 

   9:15 AM Prayer Group 
   9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
      Children’s Church 

  6-7:00 PM Youth Bible  
     Study 

12:00 NOON 
Bulletin 
Deadline  

12:00 NOON 
Bulletin 
Deadline  

12:00 NOON 
Bulletin 
Deadline  

  9:15 AM Prayer Group 
  9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
      Children’s Church 

  6-7:00 PM Youth Bible  
     Study 

Deadline for 
December 
Newsletter 

Submissions 

  6:00 AM Men’s Break- 
     fast Bible Study @ 
     PB Clark’s, King 

  6:00 AM Men’s Break- 
     fast Bible Study @ 
     PB Clark’s, King 

  6:00 AM Men’s Break- 
     fast Bible Study @ 
     PB Clark’s, King 

  6:00 AM Men’s Break- 
     fast Bible Study @ 
     PB Clark’s, King 

  7:00 PM Deacons’  
    Meeting 
 

6:30 PM Women  
   Warriors Meeting 
   Home of Beth James 

 
 

5-6:30 Drive Thru /Eat In  
     Meals @ Fellowship Hall 
7:00 PM Adult Bible Study 
    Choir Rehearsal 
    GapKids 
8:15 PM Worship Band 
     Rehearsal 

 

6:00 PM  Eat In Meal in  
     Fellowship Hall 
7:00 PM Adult Bible Study 
    Choir Rehearsal 
     Salteens Youth  
    GapKids 
8:15 PM Worship Band 
     Rehearsal 

 

No Meal, Service,  
   or Activities 

Church Office 
Closed 

Church Office 
Closed 

12:00 NOON 
Bulletin 
Deadline  

  9:15 AM Prayer Group 
  9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
      Children’s Church 

No SaltTeens Bible  
    Study 

Election Day 

 
An interactive church calendar is now available online  
   (sign on is not required).  
Click here to open the calendar. 
Click here to open the Church Calendar Info file. This 
   file contains the calendar link, calendar QR code & 
   other info pertinent to the calendar. 
If you have questions concerning the calendar, email  
   qgbccalendar@gmail.com. 

Set your clocks back 
1 hr. and be on time  

for worship 

 

6:00 PM Eat In Meal in  
     Fellowship Hall 
7:00 PM Adult Bible Study 
    Choir Rehearsal 
    GapKids 
8:15 PM Worship Band 
     Rehearsal 

NC Baptist Annual Meeting 

6-8:00 PM Youth Nerf  
   Night - Fellowship  
   Hall 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=5160c81ecc9cca5665058aa017f6f106d3ddfd6b113bbc2caea74f3af8e47260%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JYM3fz1vGRq4tEQG1tLXyl_Cx6HNpe_t/view?usp=sharing
mailto:qgbccalendar@gmail.com
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11/02 April & Chuck Moser 

11/09 Debbie Joyner 

 Joyce Proctor 

11/16 Nancy & Kirk Figan 

11/23 Jean & Dennis Gause 

11/30 Dennis Ruff 

 Katie Lawson 

12/07 April & Chuck Moser 

(Twos, Threes & Fours) 

11/02 Lorri Dodson 

 Casey Cox 

11/09 Suzanne O’Neal 

 Merideth Van Meter 

11/16 Alysha & Jacob Smith 

11/23 Kim Lewis 

 Angela Herman 

11/30 Lorri Dodson 

 Casey Cox 

12/07 Suzanne O’Neal 

 Merideth Van Meter 

(K - 3
rd

 Grade) 

11/02 Family Sunday 

11/09 Mike Embree 

11/16 Doug Rose 

11/23 Leeann Tucker 

11/30 Bible Buck Store 

12/07 Family Sunday 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11/02 Dean Slate 

11/09 OPEN 

11/16 OPEN 

11/23 OPEN 

11/30 OPEN 

12/07 Nativity 

11/02 Shawn de Lestard 

 Spencer McKinney 

11/09 Dennis Ruff 

 Dean Slate 

11/16 Jan & Jim Morton 

11/23 Chuck Moser 

 Julius Tingen 

11/30 Jo & Mike Humphrey 

12/07 Larry Linville 

 Jeri Darida 
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