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of Quaker Gap Baptist Church - King, NC 

A Word From Pastor Jack… 
 

THE POWER OF OFF 

 100 years ago, in January of 1926, John Logie Baird publicly demonstrated his latest invention for the 
first time. With an audience of invited members from the Royal Institution and The Times of London, Baird 
demonstrated his system made up of a spinning disc, lenses, and a tea chest. Those gathered in his attic 
workshop that day witnessed the first moving pictures transmitted and received through what he called a 
Televisor. What they viewed were live, grainy, flickering images of two ventriloquist dummies on a crude 
30-line resolution screen. One year later the first television was available for sale. It wasn’t until the 1950’s 
that the television took off – rising in ownership from 9% of US homes in 1950 to 90% by 1960. I wonder 
what Mr. Baird would think today, as each American home has 2-3 televisions. I wonder what he would 
think about HD flat screen images streaming over cable internet and satellite dishes. I wonder what he 
would have to say about 90% of US adults carrying small screens (smart phones) around in their pockets 
every day. What would be his opinion of “Netflix and chill?” 

 Screens are everywhere, and they are difficult to avoid. Have you ever noticed that a screen in a pub-
lic restaurant completely changes the dynamics of conversation and attention? When we were younger, our 
parents told us to back away from the TV for fear of radiation. What we didn’t know was that radiation was 
the least of our fears. Screen addiction has become a serious problem as younger generations battle short 
attention spans and inability to concentrate.  

 I find lately that people long for the days before the outbreak of screens, when it was possible to 

have a conversation without the intrusion of a cell phone notification. When people read more and watched 

less. If this is you, I want to remind you that somewhere in the history and development of the television, 

somebody came up with an OFF button. With the press of that one button, it is 

possible to keep the world from streaming into your life. Deploy that power 

button wisely and it might restore peace between married couples and conver-

sation among families. Proverbs 4:23 teaches us to guard our hearts. Philippi-

ans 4:8 instructs Christians to focus on pure thoughts, filtering out the impure. 

Our time is short, and each minute is valuable. Don’t waste it on things that 

don’t matter. Let’s be wise in the way we engage with entertainment. Turn off 

the screen and open your Bible. Hard copies of the Bible will protect you from 

the nagging interruption of notifications. If you are the type to make New 

Year’s Resolutions – consider limiting screen time. One moment away from the 

screen is a moment redeemed for genuine living. 
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*We will be Observing The Lord’s Supper Jan. 4th & Feb. 1st 

 Jan. 25 “Fess Up” Psalm 32:1-5 

* Feb. 1 “Kneel Down” Psalm 95:1-7 

 Feb 8 “Draw Near” Philippians 4:6-7 

Quaker Gap Baptist Church Financial Summary 
January 1, 2025 through November 30, 2025 

General Fund  Actual Budget Variance 
 Church Offering $611,101 $320,933 $290,168 
 Special Purpose Funds $ 29,001              0  $ 29,001 
 Total Receipts $640,102 $320,933  $319,169 
 Expenses $364,048 $320,933 $ 43,115 
Receipts Over Expenses   $276,054     $276,054 

Checking/MM/CD Account Balances as of November 30, 2025 
 General Fund $633,945* 
 Building Fund $201,912 
 Cemetery Fund $455,643** 

 * $27,206 in Money Market 
 **$ 9,320 in Cemetery CD 

 1 Abbie Clark 

  David Delcamp 

  John William Hanes 

  Judy Kreeger 

 2 Chad Clark 

  Shawn Gaudet de Lestard 

 3 Lynne Clark 

  Joyce Sheek 

  Rebecca James Stonebraker 

 4 Kevin Lanning 

 5 Sarah James 

 6 Debra Wilkins 

 10 Philip Fedorchak 

 13 Josh Davis 

 14 Kim George 

  Kim Lewis 

 15 L. C. Allen, Jr. 

  Ina Moore 

 17 Christi McDaniel 

  Chris Stover 

 19 Seth King 

  Rosario Penza 

 21 Bill Samuels 

  Ali Wilkins 

 22 Danny Joyner 

 23 Carolyn Carrier 

 24 Sharon Coulter 

  Michelle Farrington 

  Regina Wood 

 25 Frances Brown 

  Misty Lindgren 

 28 Kevin Collins 

  Joshua Vaughan 

 30 Blake Borders 

  Kim Hicks 

  Terri Snow 

 31 Reagan Fowler 

  Lillian Stanley 

  Joan Warren 

Scripture Keys to a Joyful New Year 

Hold fast to your faith (Hebrews 4:14) 
Assemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25) 
Pray earnestly every day (1 Thessalonians 5:17, 18) 
Pray for great blessings (Malachi 3:10) 
Yield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22) 
 
Neglect not your talents and opportunities (Galatians 6:10) 
Examine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5) 
Work diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58) 
 
Yield your members to righteousness (Romans 6:11,16) 
Exercise yourself in godliness (1 Timothy 4:7) 
Aim at sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1) 
Redeem the time (Ephesians 5:15, 16) 
                                                                                  —Gus Nichols 

Upcoming Sermons 

* Jan. 4 “Fresh Perspective” 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

 Jan. 11 “State of the Church 2026” 1 Corinthians 3:10-17 

 Jan. 18 Guest Speaker: Dr. Mark Nickens  
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James' Lagniappe  
(lan-yap, n. a little something extra) 

 
 

Getting Rest 

 As I’m writing this article, it is a few days before Christmas and I’m realizing that I am feeling 
a sense of excitement and expectation towards 2026. Elements of this past year were exhausting and 
draining, but the approach of the new year is full of anticipation! 

 Stepping into the new year doesn’t have to be the only time we feel energized. We have a Sav-
ior who desires to refresh us every moment of every day, if we allow Him to do so. We can find rest 
in the most worrisome of days. We can have peace in the most difficult times. The former tax collec-
tor wrote Jesus’ words for us…28“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest. And then Matthew writes the most profound paradox ever written. 29Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
30For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

 It’s a paradox because we who are already carrying heavy loads are asked to pick up one 
more thing, the yoke of Jesus Christ who then flips it upside down and promises that His yoke is 
light and easy. How is that possible? A yoke was for two oxen, so Jesus is sharing the load with you, 
and the yoke represents discipleship and following His way. His leadership is gentle and humble, 
and the work he is asking us to do has purpose and meaning, unlike the endless striving of the 
world. The freedom and rest we find in Jesus’ work comes from submitting to Him who becomes 
our source of strength and peace.  

 Happy New Year, 2026! 

  Soli Deo gloria, (Glory to God alone) 

         James 
      James Byrd 

28“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29Take my 
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30  



 

 

THE MESSENGER  4                                                                               JANUARY 2026 

The Messenger is a monthly publication of Quaker Gap Baptist Church, 2265 Flat Shoals Road—King, NC 
Phone: (336) 994-2117, Fax: (336) 994-2116; E-mail: Office@QuakerGap.org 

Rev. Dr. Jack Darida, Senior Pastor Rev. James Byrd, Minster of Music 
Luke Moore, Student Pastor  April Ragan, Administrative Assistant 

Outreach Ministry Donations 

 Last month, we collected 2 cans of 
shaving cream, 25 toothbrushes, 15 tubes 
of toothpaste, 37 canned foods, and 8 other 
food items. 
 Please remember that this is an 
ongoing ministry, and we will continue 
to collect items for KOM and ESOM 

each month, rotating between two. 
 The most needed items are personal care products 
(soap, shampoo, toothpaste, etc.) baby diapers, toddler dia-
per pull-ups and feminine sanitary products. We have also 
been told that they are short on meat. You may donate fresh 
meat there or canned meat items here at the church. 
 Donations may be left outside the front entrance of 
the fellowship hall and educational building on Wednesday 
evenings and Sunday mornings. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 

 9:30 AM Sunday School 
 10:30 AM Worship Service 
  Children’s Church 
 6-7:00 PM Youth Bible Study 

Tuesday 
 6:00 AM Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 

Wednesday 

 7-8:00 PM Adult Bible Study 
  Choir Rehearsal 
  GapKids 
 8:15 PM Worship Band Rehearsal 

Congratulations to… 

Sarah and Rosario Penza and family for 
their newest edition, Nunzio James Pen-

za, a boy, born on Saturday, December 
6th, at 1:40 AM. He weighed 7 lb., 2 oz. 
and was 20 in. long. Nunzio has two sis-
ters, Evelyn, age 9, and Sofia, age 2. Look 
at those smiles! His proud grandparents 
are Beth and Mike James. 

Ladies Ornament Exchange 

 All ladies are invited 
to meet at the home of Beth 
James (128 Whispering 
Creek Rd. King) on Thurs-
day, January 8th, at 6:30 PM 
for our annual ornament ex-
change. The Ladies Ministry 

Team will be serving finger foods, and we will enjoy 
a time of fellowship together. Please bring a 
wrapped Christmas ornament to exchange. We hope 
to see you there!  

THANKSGIVING IN 
THE VALLEY  

(A Grief Support Group) 

 The holidays can be an 
exciting time for many folks, but 
it can also be a very difficult time 
if you’ve been going through 

deep loss from a death of a very close family member 
or a really special friend. This season we’re bringing 
back a support group from several years ago – 
Thanksgiving in the Valley. Come join us as we start 
this new gathering and a new year of praise and 
thanksgiving. Yes, even with pain...we can carry on in 
Jesus’ name…with love, forgiveness, and even joy. 

Start Date:  Tuesday, January 13, 2026  
Time:  6:30 PM 
Location:  Quaker Gap Baptist Church Prayer Room 
     (behind the sanctuary.) 

 If you have any questions, contact: Amy Byrd 

at (336) 782-7362. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

 I want to thank all the carolers who came to 

my house to share Christmas joy with me. It bright-

ened by heart to see all of your smiling faces and 

hear your beautiful voices. I also want to thank eve-

ryone for the cards, prayers, calls, and visits during 

my most recent hospital stay and health challenges. 

I appreciate you and your ministry to the home-

bound church members. And last but not least, I 

want to thank Dennis R. and his crew for the many 

delicious meals! Oh how much I look forward to 

and enjoy them.  And I really appreciate those who 

deliver the meals too. I am always so happy to see 

you come, and share love, joy, and friendship with 

you. You are all priceless treasures to me! 

    In Christ’s love, 

    Frances (Brown) 
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Quaker Gap Baptist Church Activities 

Deadline for 
August Messenger 

Submissions 

12:00 NOON Deadline 
for Bulletin 

Submissions 

  9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
     Children’s Church 

 

 

Deadline for 
August  

Newsletter 
Submissions 

Pending our Governor’s Executive Order 

and our Pastor’s Best Judgement Due to 

the COVID-19 Pandemic 

7-8:00 PM SALTEENS’ 

YOUTH GROUP  

MEETING IN PICNIC 

SHELTER 

      @ Fellowship 

7-8:00 PM SALTEENS’ 

YOUTH GROUP  

MEETING IN PICNIC 

SHELTER 

      @ Fellowship 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 
 26 27 28 29 30 31 

  8:00 AM Men & Boys’  
  Breakfast 
  9:15 AM Prayer Group 
  9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
      Children’s Church 

6-7:00 PM Youth Bible  
     Study 

  9:15 AM Prayer Group 
  9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
      Children’s Church 

6-7:00 PM Youth Bible  
     Study 

   9:15 AM Prayer Group 
   9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
      Children’s Church 

6-7:00 PM Youth Bible  
     Study 

12:00 NOON 
Bulletin 
Deadline  

12:00 NOON 
Bulletin 
Deadline  

12:00 NOON 
Bulletin 
Deadline  

  9:15 AM Prayer Group 
  9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
      Children’s Church 

6-7:00 PM Youth Bible  
     Study 

Deadline for 
February 

Newsletter 
Submissions 

  6:00 AM Men’s Break- 
     fast Bible Study @ 
     PB Clark’s, King 

 
 

5-6:30 Drive Thru /Eat In  
     Meals @ Fellowship Hall 
7:00 PM Adult Bible Study 
    Adult Choir Rehearsal 
    GapKids 
8:15 PM Worship Band 
     Rehearsal 

Church Office 
Closed 

12:00 NOON 
Bulletin 
Deadline  

 An interactive church calendar is now available online 
(sign on is not required).  

 Click here to open the calendar. 

 Click here to open the Church Calendar Info file. This 
file contains the calendar link, calendar QR code & 
other info pertinent to the calendar. 

 If you have questions concerning the calendar, email 
qgbccalendar@gmail.com. 

 

6:00 PM  Eat In Meal in  
     Fellowship Hall 
7:00 PM Adult Bible Study 
    Adult Choir Rehearsal 
     GapKids 
8:15 PM Worship Band 
     Rehearsal 

  6:00 AM Men’s Break- 
     fast Bible Study @ 
     PB Clark’s, King 

  6:00 AM Men’s Break- 
     fast Bible Study @ 
     PB Clark’s, King 

  6:30 PM 
Thanksgiving 
   In the Valley 

  (Grief  Support Group)  
 in QG Prayer Room 

  6:00 AM Men’s Break- 
     fast Bible Study @ 
     PB Clark’s, King 

  7:00 PM Deacons’  
    Meeting 

 

6:00 PM  Eat In Meal in  
     Fellowship Hall 
7:00 PM Adult Bible Study 
    Adult Choir Rehearsal 
     GapKids 
8:15 PM Worship Band 
     Rehearsal 

 
 

5-6:30 Drive Thru /Eat In  
     Meals @ Fellowship Hall 
7:00 PM Adult Bible Study 
    Adult Choir Rehearsal 
    GapKids 
8:15 PM Worship Band 
     Rehearsal 

  (Home of Beth James) 

6:00 PM  Adult 1 Class 
   After Christmas 
   Christmas Party 
   In Fellowship Hall 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=5160c81ecc9cca5665058aa017f6f106d3ddfd6b113bbc2caea74f3af8e47260%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JYM3fz1vGRq4tEQG1tLXyl_Cx6HNpe_t/view?usp=sharing
mailto:qgbccalendar@gmail.com
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01/04 Dennis Ruff 

 Katie Lawson 

01/11 April & Chuck Moser 

01/18 Debbie Joyner 

 Joyce Proctor 

01/25 Nancy & Kirk Figan 

02/01 Jean & Dennis Gause 

 

(Twos, Threes & Fours) 

01/04 Alysha & Jacob Smith 

01/11 Kim Lewis 

 Angela Herman 

01/18 Lorri Dodson 

 Casey Cox 

01/25 Suzanne O’Neal 

 Merideth Van Meter 

02/01 Alysha & Jacob Smith 
 

(K - 3
rd

 Grade) 

01/04 Family Sunday 

01/11 Mike Embree 

01/18 Doug Rose 

01/25 Leeann Tucker 

02/01 Family Sunday 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

01/04 OPEN 

01/11 OPEN 

01/18 OPEN 

01/25 OPEN 

02/01 OPEN 

01/04 Mark Dodson 

 Connor McKinney 

01/11 Jennifer Utley 

 Amy Byrd 

01/18 Jim Walton 

 Mark Holt 

01/25 Shawn de Lestard 

 Spencer McKinney 

02/01 Dennis Ruff 

 Dean Slate 
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A Purposeful New Year 

 The man who goes into 
the new year without some pri-
orities governing his life and 
without some principles guiding 
his behavior, is prey to the 
tempting, unimportant and de-
structive things in life. 

 The new year is an opportunity to sort out 
the useless tasks and plan for the important; to re-
view the failures and resolve to be successful; to 
take an inventory of causes and pledge life to pur-
pose and service. These being done, the new will 
truly be new, different and better. 

Keep Smiling! 

 Twelve ministers were on a flight headed to a con-
ference in Seattle when the plane hit a fierce storm. Trying 
to calm their nerves, they told the flight attendant, “Let 
the pilot know everything’s fine — there are twelve minis-
ters on board!” 
 A few minutes later, the flight attendant returned 
from the cockpit. 
“Well?” one of the pastors asked with a grin. “What did 
the pilot say?” 
 She smiled and replied, “He said he was glad to 
have 12 ministers aboard, but he would rather have four 
good engines.” 

For God so Loved 

 One of the hallmarks of 
John’s short sermons is that they al-
most always contain the plan of sal-
vation in a single verse. Here it is in 
John 3:16: “This is how God showed 
his love to the world. He gave his one 
and only son, that everyone who be-
lieves in him may not perish but have 
life eternal.”  
 In perhaps the most beautiful 
words ever written, this verse presents the why as well as 
the how of God’s redeeming love. Later, in his letters, 
John will betray a preoccupation with the question “What 
is the meaning of love?” Here he gives himself and all of 
us the answer. 

— Michael Card in The Parable of Joy 

Faith in Action 
 

 A Christian is someone who 
makes it easier for others to be-
lieve in God — not through per-
fection, but through kindness, 
grace and love in everyday life. 
When people see Christ’s compas-
sion in us, they’re drawn closer to 
Him. 

Dear Quaker Gap, 

 I’d like to send a heart filled thanks from my family and me. 
You all have put food on our table, put gas in our car, paid some of 
my bills down, fixed one car to be street legal, and actually was able 
to get a couple of small gifts for our kids. I will come by one Sunday 
to thank you in person, once this is all over. The outpouring of love 
from your church is something I’ve never witnessed and won’t ever 
forget. 
 As of now I’m going to therapy for my neurology issues (as 
a result from the chemo) and the tumor they found on my brain. 
Sometime this upcoming week, I will have to go in for blood work. 
I’ve had some relapse symptoms but I’m praying it’s just low plate-
lets. I’ve been experiencing terrible headaches several nights in a row, 
bruising, red dots that are a sign, and extreme nausea, dizziness, and 
tiredness. I wish I could go back to work to help my family out but 
my hands are tied for now. I know God will work it all out and I will 
be a walking testimony for him someday. I will keep you updated as it 
goes along. 
 Please let everyone know how much we appreciate all that 
they have done. Every dollar helps. No need to ever apologize even if 
it’s $5. People don’t realize how far things go for us now. Frozen piz-
zas, bread, water, etc. does us just fine! Sorry for the long email; I 
could keep going and going. Thank you all so much for the outpour-
ing of prayers, love, and gifts. Again, I’ve never experienced this sup-
port from anyone. I’m not asking for anything, but if anyone needs 
any info of mine just ask. Thank you all again and God bless you all!! 

 With love and gratitude, 
 Chad Cook 
 (336) 979-0896 

Foresight 

This Good News was promised long ago by God’s 
prophets in the Old Testament. Romans 1:2, TLB 

 Can anyone accurately describe what life on earth 
will be like seven hundred years from now, should Christ 
tarry? We can’t imagine it. We can’t even keep up with 
the technological challenges of our own time. Yet every 
aspect of the birth, life, and ministry of Jesus was pre-
dicted centuries before He was born.  
 We’re told He would be born to a virgin (Isaiah 
7:14) in the town of Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) and that in-
nocent children would be killed (Jeremiah 31:15). He 
would be a descendant of Abraham and David (Isaiah 
11:1-3). His parents would flee to Egypt to save Him 
(Hosea 11:1), and He would return to grow up and begin 
His ministry in Galilee (Isaiah 9:1-2). 
 That’s only the beginning! On the road to Em-
maus with His two disciples, “Jesus quoted them passage 
after passage from the writings of the prophets, begin-
ning with the book of Genesis and going right on 
through the Scriptures, explaining 
what the passages mean and what 
they said about himself” (Luke 24:27, 
TLB). We have a Savior the skeptics 
cannot explain away! You have a 
Lord you can trust today! The New 
Testament is thus the decryption key 
for unlocking the meaning of the 
Old Testament Scriptures. 
                              — Josh McDowell 
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