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A Word From Pacter fack...

BEYOND UNDERSTANDING

Every year, in the month of December, we celebrate. Whether we call it Advent, Na-
tivity, Noel, or Christmas doesn’t matter. What does matter is that Jesus Christ came into
our world as a man to save us from our sins.

The challenge for a pastor is to keep the message of Christmas fresh. After 20 years of
celebrating Christmas here at the Gap, you might think the well would run dry. Fortunate-
ly, the message of Christ becoming a man (also called the incarnation) is timeless. There are
many angles from which to view the miracle of Christ’s birth.

Martin Luther once said, “The mystery of the humanity of Christ, that He sunk Him-
self into our flesh, is beyond all human understanding.” Since we are dealing in the realm
of the unexplainable, all we can do is hold out the truth for all to behold with wonder.

This year, as the Lord allows, we will spend some time with the prophet Isaiah. 700
years before the birth of Jesus, Isaiah spoke of such themes as Immanuel, the Son of God,
the virgin birth, and the gifts of the magi. Although Isaiah did not know the significance of

~ his words, the writers of the gospels made

connections between his prophecies and

Christ's birth. What do these fulfilled

prophecies mean to us today? Join us on

Q‘Uuww the Sundays surrounding Christmas to
find out.

This month also features our Choir

QW and Children’s Programs - as well as one

of the most anticipated services of the

year - the Christmas Eve Candlelight
Communion Service. We look forward to

another year of celebration and worship.
S The joy of Christmas never grows old.
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Dec. 7 Adult Christmas Cantata ‘?“ﬁ&
' Glory to the Newborn King! / \‘j"'°-—-u /D E p EMBER
Y N bhi G
1 Beniji Hill
Katelyn Jones
3 Brenda Mozingo
4 Jacob Moser
- Jacob Welker
Dec. 14 “They Will Call Him Immanuel”  Isaiah 7:10-17 Samuel Wood
5 Alex Kervin
Dec. 21 “Unto Us a Son is Given” Isaiah 9:6-7 8 Aprll_ Moser
9 Harrison Lee
Dec. 28 “Nations Will Come to Your Light”  Isaiah 60:1-7 10 Jesse Covington
— - : . - - George Kreeger
We will be Observing The Lord’s Supper during our Christmas Eve Service Joy Lee
Glory to the Newborn King! - Lloyd Larsen 14 Lindsay Decker
. Tiffany Hanes
Presented by the Adult Choir
Sunday, December 7, 2025, at 10:30 AM Brenda Mabe
unday, LUecember /, S0eo, at 1% David Nelson
Do you remember that feeling when you have unexpectedly been April Ragan
the recipient of front-row seats at a ball game? Been bumped up to first| 15 Ryan Shore

class when you didn’t anticipate it? Gifted with the best seats in the house
at a stage production? That feeling of surprise and sheer joy must have
been what Mary, Joseph, humble shepherds, and a couple of elderly
saints at Jerusalem’s temple experienced as they became front-row partici-
pants of the dramatic birth of Jesus.

That is the beauty of the Christmas Story! God comes
when we least expect it and in the most unlikely of ways to
the most underserving people like you and me. When
we've felt rejected, given up hope, or thought our prayers
have gone unanswered, Jesus arrives and gives us a place at
the manger, inviting us to share in the divine mystery of
Glory to the His presence among us. He promises to be our guiding
the Newbor 8 light in a dark and weary world; to be a source of comfort

|61, " 098 | and peace in those moments when we desperately need it.
M Glory to the Newborn King!

Quaker Gap Baptist Church Financial Summary
January 1, 2025 through October 31, 2025

General Fund Actual Budget Variance
Church Offering $582,844  $262,582  $320,262
Special Purpose Funds § 24, 621 0 $ 24621
Total Receipts $607,465 5262582  $344,383
Expenses $339,368 $262,582 $ 76,786

Receipts Over Expenses $268,097 $268,097

Checking/MM/CD Account Balances as of October 31, 2025
General Fund $625,535*

Building Fund $200,107
Cemetery Fund $455 643

*$27,206 in Money Market
**$ 9,320 in Cemetery CD
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Terry Bowamn
Joel O’Neal

Steve Sheek

Jill Snyder

Cindi Dalton
Beverly Marsh
Ellie Snyder (2 yrs. old)
Debbie Reece
Robbie Scoville
Evelyn Bradford
Debbie Layne
Gabriel Gibson
Alta Alley

Alysha Wilkins-Smith
Mavis George
Mark Dodson
Bradley Bowman
Darshan Hartgrove
Brett Reece

Tony Dalton
Willow Lampky
Sullivan Lineberry
Elizabeth Lampky
Natalie Sells

Erica Veach
Wayne Hayden
Bennie Weavil
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James' Laguiappe I

(lan-yap, n. a little something extra)

""On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they
bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and
presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. Matthew 2:11 NIV

The Greatest Gift

Forty-nine years ago this December, a twelve-year-old boy stuck his head out through
a curtain to see if anyone had come to watch and listen to the ‘music.” To his surprise, the
gymnasium that doubled as a musical theater was packed with a standing room only crowd.
The music was the children’s opera Amahl and the Night Visitors by Gian Carlo Menotti and I
was the boy singing the part of Amahl. A poor and crippled shepherd boy meets three kings
who are traveling to Bethlehem and are invited to spend the night in the boy and his moth-
er’s home. During the evening, the poor mother is tempted and tries to steal some gold and
is caught. But Melchior the wise king understands and allows her to keep the gold, explain-
ing the new king’s kingdom is “built on love alone and will not need it.” The mother wants
to return the gold but then realizes she has nothing to offer the newborn king. Amahl then
offers his most valuable possession, his crutch, and his leg is miraculously healed.

That was in 1976 and almost every Christmas since then, I've recalled the sim-
ple, yet profound story of Amahl and his selfless gift, his healing and the celebration of Je-
sus’ birth. I think about the precious gift that God
gave each of us through the birth of His Son.
Amahl let go of the single most valuable thing
that he owned, and God healed Him because it
wasn’t the gift that healed Amahl, it was the sac-
rificel When we hand over our most prized pos-
sessions, when we turn over control of the things
that control us and let go of the things that are
holding us back, when we surrender everything
that we use as a crutch, then God will miracu-
lously heal us. He will make us whole, and we
will not just walk but we will run to the Father in
gratitude.

Soli Deo gloria, (Glory to God alone)

James

James Byrd
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Ladies Christmas Dinner

All ladies are invited to attend this year's Ladies'
Christmas Dinner in the Quaker Gap Fellowship Hall on
Thursday, December 4%, at 6:30 PM. The theme is “What
¥ Christmas Means to Me,” and our
54 food will be prepared by our favorite
chef, Dennis Ruff and crew! A few
tickets at $15 per person, may still be
~ available. Please contact Lynne Bow-
8 € man, Debbie Matthews, or Beth
" James for tickets. Invite someone to
join you. This is always a great kick-
off to the Christmas season.

GapKids Christmas Mission
Baked Goods Silent Auction

The GapKids will be holding their annual
Christmas Missions Baked Goods Silent Auction on
Sunday, December 21st from 10 AM—12:30 pM. We
had some WONDERFUL items donated in the past,
and are hoping to have some g
of the same this year! Sign up
sheets will be in the Vestl—
bules at both ends of the §
church. We would be blessed K*
for any and all to sign up to jg ¢
donate baked goods!

Baked Goods B
Silent Auction

THANKSGIVING IN THE VALLEY
(A Grief Support Group)
The holidays can be an

\5? i O@)\ exciting time f folks, but

& a g time for many folks, bu
“ )./ it can also be a very difficult time
if you've been going through
deep loss from a death of a very
close family member or a really
special friend. This season we're
bringing back a support group
from several years ago - Thanksgiving in the Valley.
Come join us as we start this new gathering and a
new year of praise and thanksgiving. Yes, even with
pain...we can carry on in Jesus’ name...with love, for-
giveness, and even joy.

Start Date: Tuesday, December 16, 2025

Time: 6:30 PM

Location: Quaker Gap Baptist Church Prayer Room
(behind the sanctuary.)

If you have any questions, contact: Amy Byrd
at (336) 782-7362.

Outreach Ministry Donations
g Last month, we collected 2 cans of

v Y \f V » shaving cream, 25 toothbrushes, 15 tubes
// 4 S \"‘u\ of toothpaste, 37 canned foods, and 8 other
ﬁ\ U,/ gy food items.
‘V)—\f?l") \4 Please remember that this is an
$T10© ongoing ministry, and we will continue

to collect items for KOM and ESOM

each month, rotating between two.

The most needed items are personal care products
(soap, shampoo, toothpaste, etc.) baby diapers, toddler dia-
per pull-ups and feminine sanitary products. We have also
been told that they are short on meat. You may donate fresh
meat there or canned meat items here at the church.

Donations may be left outside the front entrance of
the fellowship hall and educational building on Wednesday
evenings and Sunday mornings.

Youth 6:00 PM

Christmas  pecemper
Party 2

Worship Schedule

Sunday
9:30 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship Service
Children’s Church
6-7:00 PM Youth Bible Study
Tuesday
6:00 AM Men’s Breakfast Bible Study
Wednesday
7-8:00 PM Adult Bible Study
Choir Rehearsal
GapKids
8:15 PM Worship Band Rehearsal

THE MESSENGER is a monthly publication of QUAKER GAP BAPTIST CHURCH, 2265 FLAT SHOALS ROAD—KING, NC
PHONE: (336) 994-2117, Fax: (336) 994-2116; E-MaIL: Office@QuakerGap.org

Rev. Dr. Jack Darida, Senior Pastor

Rev. James Byrd, Minster of Music

April Ragan, Administrative Assistant
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Quaker Gap Baptlst Church Act1v1t1es
DECEMBERa-
oY . ’ P *
Monda Tuesda Wednesda Thursda Frida Saturda
Y Y Y Y Y Y
1 2 3 4 5 6
6:00 AM Men'’s Break- 6:30 PM
fast Bible Study @ NOMEAL
PB Clark's, King °
7:00 Pm Adult Bible Study
6:00 PM GapKids
2 | 7-8:30 PM Christmas
Chris tnias, 6 Dinner Cantata Rehearsal
e
7 8 9 12 13
9:15AM Prayer Group
9:30 A Sunday School MR Feor 1200 Noon
10:30AM Adult 546:30 Drive Thru Eatin utletin
Christmas Cantata ‘” @ Q Meals @ Fellowship Hal Deadline
Glory to the 7:00 M Adult Bible Study
Newborn King! 6 00 AMMen'sBreak- | ChoirRehearsal
] EﬁBibb @ GapKids
6-7:00 Pm Youth Bible PB Clark’swiﬁdy 8:15 Pm Worship Band
Study S, Aing Rehearsal
14 15 16 W(ES,DE??PAY 17 18 19 20
800 A Men & Boys’ . < Brek.
300, Mon & Boys s'fggt“gib“’l':"sf&eak@ e 12:00 Noon
9:15AM Prayer Group PB Clarks, King 6:00 PM Eatln Mealin Bulletin
9:30AuSunday School ! Felowship Hall Deadline
10:30 AM Worship Service ‘w’  6:30PM 7:00 Pm Adult Bible Study -
Children Leacing # Thanksgiving Choir Rehearsal Deadline for
Worship 2 inthe Valley ggm!wm January
. (Grief Support Group) , Newsletter
T Youth B ; Prayer Room 8:15 M Worship Band b
&su(:gypm ouhBbie has Rehearsal Submissions
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9:15 AM Prayer Group
9:30 Am Sunday School -
10:30 AM Worship Service 12:00 Noox e s
Children’s Church ; |
6:00PM Deadine @ w —ibw‘ lmas g/w
Y “ : CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
outh p .
%( hristmas G&Agm%%k Chrsatewase Doy
Farts PB Ciarks, King Church Office Church Office
First Day of Winter Closed Closed
28
29 30 31 An interactive church calendar i i
- * n interactive church calendar is now availa-
g;gm m?ggﬁool ’(@;ﬁé\@ ble online (sign on is not required).
10:30 AM Worship Service 12:00 NooN \\’@\“&6 No Meal, Service, Click here to open the calendar.
Chikdren's Church Bulletin WS £ or Activities Click here to open the Church Calendar Info
No Youth Bible Study Deadline | - 6:00 AV Men's Breake E S o file. This file contains the calendar link, calen-
e -fastBibIeStudy@ é ‘g 5‘?/ dar QR code & other info pertinent to the cal-
PBCarksking | New Year's Eve endar.
7:00 PM Deacons’ *  If you have questions concerning the calendar,
Mesting email ggbccalendar@gmail.com.



https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=5160c81ecc9cca5665058aa017f6f106d3ddfd6b113bbc2caea74f3af8e47260%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JYM3fz1vGRq4tEQG1tLXyl_Cx6HNpe_t/view?usp=sharing
mailto:qgbccalendar@gmail.com
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Infants
.‘cnd Ones

12/07
12/14

Jean & Dennis Gause
Dennis Ruff

Katie Lawson

April & Chuck Moser
Merideth Van Meter
Suzanne O’Neal
Debbie Joyner

Joyce Proctor

12/21
12/28

01/04

(Twos, Threes & Fours)

12/07 Alysha & Jacob Smith
12/14 Suzanne O’Neal
Merideth Van Meter
Kim Lewis

Angela Herman

Lorri Dodson

Casey Cox

Alysha & Jacob Smith

12/21

12/28

01/04

(K - 3" Grade)
Family Sunday
Adult Cantata
Children Leading Worship
Doug Rose
Leeann Tucker
Family Sunday

12/07

12/14
12/21
12/28
01/04

L L
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

WeAlian

12/07
12/14
12/21
12/28
01/04

Nativity
Nativity
Nativity
Nativity
OPEN

Ushers
and Greeters

12/07 Larry Linville

Jeri Darida

Zane & Lucas McKinney
Amy & Mike Allen

Natalie & Jeremy Borders
Mark Dodson

Connor McKinney

12/14
12/21
12/28
01/04

%2-| What you need:

Christmas Card

treasures

Turn old Christmas cards
into beautiful keepsake
ornaments! It's a fun,
simple way to give new
life to cards you've
received and add a
handmade touch to
o || your tree.

* Christmas cards

* Scissors

* Glue

* Circle pattern (cut
from cardboard or
trace around object)

* Hole punch )

* Yarn or ribbon o

* Glitter (optional)

What you do:
1. Trace a circle onto two Christmas cards.
2. Cut out the circles and glue the backs

together.
3. Decorate the edges with glitter or
ribbron for extra sparkle.
4. Punch a hole at the top and thread
yarn or ribbon through to hang.
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HEAVEN AND NATURE SING — Advent 2025

“Joy to the world — the Lord has come!” We sing these words every
year, but what does it mean that the Creator came to His creation as a baby? How ex-
actly does the “earth receive her King”? What does it sound like when rocks, hills,
floods, and plains echo His praise? And what would it mean for you to join in the cho-
rus? Please plan to join us for the Advent season November 30th-December 24th. Mem-
bers from our congregation will be leading us in songs, scriptures, and readings as we
experience the goodness of our Creator King and learn how the whole earth sings His
praise!

Advent - A Season of Hope, Peace, Joy, Love

Each Sunday during Advent, we'll light the candles of the Advent wreath and reflect on the
gifts Christ brings. Each Sunday brings us closer to the manger. Join us in worship as we prepare our
hearts to welcome the Savior, and light the candles of hope, peace, joy and love, preparing our hearts
for Christ’s coming,.

l—]

Puzzle!  puzzisinn e

i
The Christmas Story

SFOCIO RO Ca0 CRANCOCZON
GOOD NEWS TO THE SHEPHERDS

Unscramble each set of letters to form a word from the Christmas

story. One letter in each set doesn't belong. Write each What did the angel of the Lord say to the shepherds?
extra letter below, on the line above the correct number.
Then answer the question: What did we all receive at Christmas? Directions: Write the first letter of each picture on the lines.
1Y TGLBEHHEME & - oo o wvw o e o o0 o “
2) NEAGLO @ —— — ry —
3)NRMEDAG ~ — — 8o g e P @
4) ODEKSNY
5) AMGYR R
6) OHESJIP 2 QO @ - A PN <
) (V) e
7) EFJSUS = - =S o

9) SPHHDSREEO
10) EMCFAL
11) TLSRA
12) CSSNUEO
)
)

\‘7}‘

B g s e O

13) HEVSPE

(
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(8) ITEENMSW
(

(

(

(

(

(14) ENIN

W L B S

O 9y #® E & O <

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ; ”
g 2 & AN
A ® B & P
9 10 1 12 13 14
ano| Jo 6 5,po0 Y(3) uuj '(A) daays ‘() snsua) ‘(1) se3s ‘(4) [Bwe) (O) spaydays ‘(1) uaw asip Luke 2:1 1, NIV

‘(d) snsar ‘(1) ydesor ‘() Ksepy (S) Asyuoq ‘() 1eBuen (O) 19Buy (9) ways|yieg siemsuy
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