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A Word From Pastor Jack… 

THE GOD OF THE SEASONS 

Don’t panic!  The summer sun has not set completely, but it’s threatening.  You still have 
time to bite into an ear of sweet corn-on-the-cob.  It’s not too late to split open a cold watermelon.  
The pool is still open.  The souvenir shops at the beach are still giving away free hermit crabs.  Don’t 
wait too long, though.  Football and marching band practice are just around the corner. 

The change of seasons is a reality heralded by the writers of Scripture.  For example, the book 
of Genesis tells us that when the flood water receded, the Lord promised Noah, “While the earth 
remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not 
cease.” (Genesis 8:22)  The Psalmist agrees, “He made the moon to mark the seasons, and the sun 
knows when to go down.” (Psalm 104:19)  The change of seasons is necessary for the proper opera-
tion of God’s creation, and the cycle of life on our planet.  

The change of seasons is a reminder of the passage of time.  As the angle of the sun changes, 
we recognize our own temporary lifespan on the face of the earth.  Solomon’s famous poem about 
the change of seasons begins, “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under 
heaven:  a time to be born, and a time to die…” (Ecclesiastes 3:1)  Seasons mark our own mortality, 
drawing us into a conversation with the God who holds eternity in his hand. 

 With every change of season, we realize that the return of our Savior is growing near.  
Jesus said, “From the fig tree learn its lesson:  as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its 
leaves, you know that summer is near.  So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is 
near, at the very gates.”  (Matthew 24:32-33)  Paul adds, “Now, brothers and sisters, about times and 
dates we do not need to write to you, for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like 

a thief in the night.” (1 Thessalonians 5:1)  The day is unknown, but 
with each season we grow closer. 

 Each seasonal shift leaves us with a sense of loss, as the sun-
screen hits the clearance rack.  The regret will pass, and we will antici-
pate what comes next.  Pumpkin spice lattes and chicken stews seem so 
far away, yet the excitement of a new school year and new friendships 
are just around the corner.  The Lord of the seasons, who keeps us 
yearning for the future while grieving the past invites us to live each 
moment for Him; to know Him and worship Him with even greater 
appreciation as each day passes. 
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Quaker Gap Baptist Church Financial Summary 
January 1, 2022 through June 30, 2022 

General Fund  Actual Budget Variance 
 Church Offering $143,289  $150,268 $ (6,979) 
 Special Purpose Funds $ 29,433  
 Total Receipts $172,722  
 Expenses $176,720 $ 150,268 $ 26,452 

Expenses Over Receipts   $ (3,998) 

Checking/MM/CD Account Balances as of June 30, 2022 
 General Fund $ 245,097 
 Building Fund $ 136,834 
 Cemetery Fund $ 35,852 

Building Fund Expenses  $ 793 
Cemetery Fund Expenses $ 200 

Upcoming Sermons 

* We will be Observing The Lord’s Supper on August 7th and September 4th 

*Aug. 7 “Run the Race” Hebrews 12:1-13 

 Aug. 14 Speaker:  Rev. James Byrd  

 Aug. 21 “See to It” Hebrews 12:14-17 

 Aug. 28 “Come to the Mountain” Hebrews 12:18-28 

*Sept. 4 “Church Priorities” Hebrews 13:1-25 

God Among the Rubble 
 
 The nonprofit World Central Kitchen provides fresh meals for 
communities in need following natural disasters or during humanitari-
an crises. After Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022, WCK fed mil-
lions of people in the country and refugees at border crossings. 
 When I feel discouraged by tragic news and ask where God is, 
I’m reminded that God shows up precisely in people such as the WCK 
teams. They are God’s hands serving healthy food to people fleeing 
home. They are God’s heart and arms welcoming those in need to be 
nourished. 
 Often in the Bible God shows up around meals: Sarah and Abra-
ham host the Lord in the form of three visitors; God rains manna from 
heaven for the Israelites; an angel provides food for exhausted Elijah; 

Jesus eats with “tax collectors and sinners” 
and feeds crowds with a few loaves and 
fish. Supremely, Jesus gives to all the meal 
of Holy Communion, the bread and wine 
that are His very body and blood. 
 In our broken world, God is among 
the rubble, among the helpers, among us. 

—Heidi Hyland Mann 
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James' Lagniappe  
(lan-yap, n. a little something extra) 

Daily Worship 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 I missed lunch the other day while I was busy at work with meetings that ran over time and 
one thing leading to another.  The clock looked back at me and I realized at 2:00 PM that I had not 
had anything to eat since 6:30 AM.  Providentially, (because I don’t believe in luck) I had a granola 
bar in my desk drawer that I consumed in just a few seconds and washed down with a bottle of wa-
ter from the water fountain in the hall.  But what if instead of that granola bar I had instead eaten a 
Snickers bar or some other candy bar?  I’m certain that after about an hour or so, I would have 
burned out or crashed from that sugar high and been really not much benefit for anyone.  Our bod-
ies need the nutrients, vitamins, and protein to power our brain, our muscles, and to keep us moving 
and functioning.  We have to have a healthy diet and even that granola bar has its limits where vege-
tables, fruits, lean meats, and dairy provide nutrients for us to carry out the work and play that is 
before us every day.  And, we have to have that steady diet every single day or our bodies get out a 
whack. 
 
 Our worship is much the same way if you think about it.  If we only worship on Sunday morn-
ing, we are going to burn out before we make it to the next Sunday service.  Worship has to be done 

daily not just one day a week.  Are we spending time each day wor-
shiping or adoring God the Father?  Are we confessing where we 
have come up short, where we have sinned?  Are we practicing grati-
tude and giving thanks to God for all the little things and not just the 
obvious and great big things?  And are we making requests to God 
asking Him to provide for our needs whether they be physical or 
spiritual and are we interceding for others?  Do we spend time every 
day reading our Bible or a devotion?  It is no secret really regarding 
worship.  God created us as beings for the purpose of worshiping 
Him, the creator of the universe.  From our first breath to our final 
utterance God desires to hear from His creation.  He wants to know 
us personally and intimately and that can only happen when we 
spend time with Him.  Are we consuming a spiritually healthy diet 
of daily worship, and study in preparation for what is happening 
that day, that week, and so forth?  Or are we just showing up on Sun-
day morning to eat our Snickers bar? 
 

 Soli Deo gloria, (Glory to God alone) 

 James 

 James Byrd 

1Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.  2Do not con-
form to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you 
will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.  

Romans 12:1-2  
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Sunday 

 9:30 AM Sunday School 
 10:30 AM Worship Service 
  Children’s Church 
      (1st & 3rd Sundays) 
Wednesday 

 7-8:00 PM Bible Study 
  Worship Team Practice 
  Salteens Youth Group 
 8:00 PM Worship Band Rehearsal 

The Messenger is a monthly publication of Quaker Gap Baptist Church, 2265 Flat Shoals Road—King, NC 
Phone:  (336) 994-2117, Fax:  (336) 994-2116; E-mail:  Office@QuakerGap.org 

Rev. Dr. Jack Darida, Senior Pastor Rev. James Byrd, Minster of Music 
Tyler Van Meter, Interim Minister of Youth April Ragan, Administrative Assistant 

 
 
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School 
August 10-13 

 Concrete and Cranes VBS is happening Au-

gust 10-13 from 6-8:00 PM!  If you have a child that 
would like to attend, please contact the church office 
for a registration form. 
 Also, if you feel led to volunteer, please con-
tact Merideth Van Meter or the church office so we 
will can contact you about where you would like to  
serve. 

THANK YOU! 

To our dear church family, 

 We are so grateful for the many acts of 

kindness we have received.  From Phone calls, cards, 

meals, trash pick-up, and other gifts.  You know 

who you are and we can never thank you enough.  

May the Lord richly bless each of you for your 

thoughtfulness. 

 Love, 

 Bill and Jeanette Robertson 

Issue an Invitation! 
 

When I enter that beautiful city 
And the saints all around me appear, 
I hope that someone will tell me: 
It was you who invited me here. 
 
  —Carrie K. Butcher 

THANK YOU! 

Dear Church family, 

 Thanks so much for all you did dur-

ing Mom’s death.  It’s so comforting hav-

ing the support of such a wonderful group 

of folks.  It was certainly uplifting for the 

family to be able to sit together and enjoy 

the food you provided.  Also, thanks for all 

the work done on the DVD (CD) of the ser-

vice and honoring Mom with the dona-

tion to the Quaker Gap Community Or-

ganization. 

  With much love & gratitude, 

  Steve & Joyce Sheek 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Thank you for your donations to King Out-
reach Ministry.  Last month we collected 8 bottles of 
body wash, 5 bars of soap, 2 packages of toilet tissue,   
2 packages of feminine hygiene products, 2 tubes of 
toothpaste, and 1 3-pack of toothbrushes.  We will 
continue to collect donations for KOM.  Our collec-
tions are personal care products (soap, shampoo, 
toothpaste, etc.) feminine sanitary products, baby dia-
pers, and toddler diaper pull-ups. 
 Donations may be left outside the front en-
trance of the fellowship hall and educational building 
on Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings.  
Please remember that this is an ongoing ministry. 
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Quaker Gap Baptist Church Activities 

Deadline for 
August Messenger 

Submissions 

12:00 NOON Deadline 
for Bulletin 

Submissions 

  9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
     Children’s Church 

 

 

Deadline for 
August  

Newsletter 
Submissions 

Pending our Governor’s Executive Order 

and our Pastor’s Best Judgement Due to 

the COVID-19 Pandemic 

7-8:00 PM SALTEENS’ 

YOUTH GROUP  

MEETING IN PICNIC 

SHELTER 

      @ Fellowship 

7-8:00 PM SALTEENS’ 

YOUTH GROUP  

MEETING IN PICNIC 

SHELTER 

      @ Fellowship 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

 
  9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
      Children’s Church 
 

  

 
 
 

   9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
 

 

   9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 
      Children’s Church 

 

   9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship Service 

Deadline for 
September 
Newsletter 

Submissions 

12:00 NOON 
Bulletin 
Deadline  

12:00 NOON 
Bulletin 
Deadline  

12:00 NOON 
Bulletin 
Deadline  

 
7:00 PM Bible Study 
     Youth Group Salteens 
8:00 PM Worship Band 
      Practice  

 
 
 

 

7:00 PM Bible Study 
     Youth Group Salteens 
8:00 PM Worship Band 
      Practice 

7:00 PM Bible Study 
     Youth Group Salteens 
8:00 PM Worship Band 
      Practice 

12:00 NOON 
Bulletin 
Deadline  

 

7:00 PM Bible Study 
     Youth Group Salteens 
8:00 PM Worship Band 
      Practice 

Concrete & Cranes Vacation Bible School 6-8:00 PM 
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