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A WORD FROM PASTOR JACK…

EVIDENCE OF LOVE
Remember the days when you brought home a packet full of valentines from elementary school?
My teachers were smart enough to know that there would be no schoolwork done on that day if they
were not careful. So the way they handled it was that each student had a manila folder with their name
on it at the front of the classroom. As you came in the door with your load of valentines, you distributed each one to the individual packet and then had a seat. The teacher would not allow us to have that
stash until the school day was over. Of course that didn’t mean we weren’t distracted by the thought of
those cards and candies all day long. (FYI, this was the age when the girls’ cooties had cleared up.)

When I got home from school on Valentine’s Day, (if I could wait until I got home) I would go
through each card one by one, signed by my friends and classmates. Of course there was one word that
would cause my young heart to beat faster; one word in the signature line that would create a dilemma
and a film of sweat. All it would take is for one of the young ladies in my class to change the standard
line of “from” to “love from.” That one word, love, would cause all sorts of detective work. Did she include that word in everybody’s valentine or just mine? Thus began the cruel game of childhood romance.
Imagine if we were to read our Bibles with the same attention as a sixth grader with a stack of valentines. On each
page we would look for evidence that we are loved and cherished, that there is someone who can’t stop thinking about us.
If we would read the Bible this way, we would not be disappointed. The Bible is adorned with evidence of God’s love for
you and me. If you study it with an open heart, you can’t miss
it. “For God so loved the world…” “But God demonstrates his
own love for us…” “This is how we know what love is…”
Over and over again it is there. God loves you, and He isn’t
afraid to let you know it in big, bold letters and heroic actions.
No detective work is necessary, simply an open heart to receive
the truth. God loves you now and forever! Accept it. Cherish
it. Live it. Happy Valentine’s month!
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Sermon Series

EVER READY
Living in Light of His Coming
*Feb. 3

“Beyond the Message”

1 Thessalonians 2:1-12

Feb. 10

“Future Glory”

1 Thessalonians 2:13-20

Feb. 17

“Joyful Prayers”

1 Thessalonians 3:1-13

Feb. 24

“Purity Matters”

1 Thessalonians 4:1-8

“Winning Respect”

1 Thessalonians 4:9-12

*Mar. 3

*Observing The Lord’s Supper

Chi Rho Coming to Quaker Gap
Chi Rho will be coming back to Quaker Gap Baptist Church on Sunday, February 17th, at 5:00 PM. Wake
Forest University's all-male Christian a capella ensemble,
Chi Rho, was founded in 1992 by a group of Wake Forest
students that saw a need for a music-based ministry on
campus. The group has recorded more than a dozen albums over the
past 27 years and has shared its music and ministry throughout the
United States. They have toured internationally in France and in a missionary role in Zambia. The group's name, which is pronounced "Kai
Ro," is formed by the first two letters of the Greek spelling of Christ.
While these letters appear on Wake Forest University's seal, they are
most important because wherever the group goes, they will literally
bear the name of Christ. Chi Rho is founded upon the tenets of music,
ministry and brotherhood, facets which are treated as equal in their importance. But above all, Chi Rho seeks to share the love of God with as
many people as it can, in as many ways possible.

Quaker Gap Baptist Church Financial Summary
January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018
General Fund
Church Offering
Specific Purpose Funds*
Total Receipts
Expenses*
Receipts Over Expenses

Actual
$ 283,045
$ 41,264
$ 324.309
$ 323,044
$ 1,265

Budget
$ 298,369
—

Variance
$ (15,324)

$ 298,369

$

24,675

Checking/MM/CD Account Balances through December 31, 2018
General Fund
$ 91,207
Building Fund
$ 91,526
Cemetery Fund
$ 25,402
2018 Renovation Expenses
$
5,913
2018 Furnishings/Landscaping
$
3,198
Total Building Fund Expenses
$
9,111

1 Alayna Davis
Janet Long
2 Mike Embree
4 Wayne Wilkins
5 Jack Darida
7 Angie Pugh
8 Jonathan James
9 Frank Brown
Ashley Weldner
11 Tonya Fowler
Aristea Gaudet de Lestard
13 Mark Smith
14 Alyssa Davis
Eddie Long
Christopher Owen
15
16
18
19
21

Benny Hill
Taylor George
Leory Carroll
Melinda Ross
J. C. Holt
Gemma Kreeger
Matthew Manley
22 Kevin Sands
Mark Wood
23 Emily Covington
24
25
27
28

Clint Hartgrove
Chuck Moser
Lora Elliott
Roland Marsh
Darrell Boles
Charles Bottoms
Benji Curry

Ann Walton
29 Susan Hairston
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(lan-yap, n. a little something extra)

“The LORD your God is in your midst, a
mighty one who will save; he will rejoice
over you with gladness; he will quiet you
by his love; he will exult over you with
loud singing.” Zephaniah 3:17
“The light’s on.” “What?” I said. “The Hot
Now Light is on.” “I can’t see it,” I said. Please understand that we are sitting at an intersection three to
four hundred yards from Krispy Kreme. Between us
and that sign are scores of cars and trucks, obscuring all
but a sliver the size of a new moon. My wife understands that except for her love for God and me, in that
order, there’s just nothing quite like a warm, ooey, gooey original glazed doughnut taken from its sweet resting place next to dozens of its brothers and sisters. We love to share those moments. Many times, at the end
of the day, we’ll sit on the couch together, holding hands and staring at the TV. We sometimes talk, and other
times we don’t say anything: still, quiet, recharging, and comforted. Other times, we laugh. She’ll show me a
funny video, or I’ll tell her about something funny that happened at work. I remember standing in our driveway one day when we both had had a difficult day. We decided spontaneously to start dancing, waving our
arms above our heads, making us laugh loudly and causing us to forget about all the negative stuff, if for just
awhile. I’m certain our neighbors were raising their eyebrows. I love Amy. And, I know that she loves me.
God has brought us together to strengthen one another, to hold hands, to dance, to cry, to hug, and to comfort
and encourage one another. And, as wonderful as our love is for each other, it’s nothing compared to our
LORD’s love for each of us.
“The LORD your God is in your midst,” as He is all ar ound us, dur ing the good moments and
the not so good. He knows exactly what we need, when we need it, and He’s never late, always on His time
and His schedule. I’m sometimes quick to cry “How long, Lord?” or “Why now, Lord?” Always, His timing
is exact, ideal, and perfect. Now, Lord, open my eyes to see what You see. He is “a mighty one who will
save;” because He “wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of tr uth.” I Timothy 2:4.
Yet, we are so undeserving of His love for us. And, He rescues us moment by moment, though most times we
are completely unawares. How many times have we avoided accidents, near misses, bumps and scratches instead of broken bones or worse while angels watch over us. “He will rejoice over you with gladness;” evokes
thoughts of wonder and amazement to a loving God who could be so kind. Thinking about the Lord rejoicing
over me causes me to want to give all that I have back to the One who created me. “He will quiet you by his
love”; reminds me that when I am overwhelmed by the demands of the day, the worries, the anxiety, the
stress, the deadlines, over-dues and past dues, that He will calm me; He will cause me to be quiet and to rest
silently beneath His loving hands of protection, calm, stillness, and comfort. It is always in those moments
when I am still and silent that His plans for me can finally be heard. “He will exult over you with loud singing.” Think about this for just a moment. “He created us and He saw all that he had made, and it was very
good.” Genesis 1:31 From the beginning He has celebrated us and it is no wonder that the God of the universe
is singing praises over us even now!
Soli Deo gloria, (Glory to God alone)

James
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Women Warriors
Our next ladies Women Warriors meeting
will be at 6:30 PM, on Thursday, February 7th, at
the home of Beth James (128 Whispering Creek
Rd., King). We will continue with
our Discerning the Voice of God
study by Priscilla Shirer. Our Ladies Ministry Team will provide a
a potato bar with all the fixin’s.
Ladies are asked to bring a dessert
to share with the group. We look
forward to seeing you there!

Upcoming Youth Events…
Sunday, February 3rd, 6:00 PM—
Youth Super Bowl Party: Mike and
Amy Embree have graciously invited
the youth to their home (1088 Cedar
Oaks Dr. Germanton) for a Super Bowl Party on
Sunday February 3rd, beginning at 6:00 PM for a Super Bowl Party. All youth are asked to bring a
drink or snack food to share. If you have questions,
please contact Scott Hinson at 336-688-2516.

Sweetheart Banquet
Our Baptist Men will be hosting our annual
Sweetheart Banquet at 6:00 PM on Saturday, February
16th, in the church Fellowship Hall. A menu of your
choice of grilled prime rib, steak, or chicken breast,
salad, baked potato, and dessert has been planned.
The cost of $10/person or $20/couple (given to Dennis Ruff) includes this delicious menu and some of
the finest entertainment around! If you would like to
join the fun, please sign up
on the sheet in the foyer of
the Fellowship Hall. Deadline for sign-ups is Sunday,
February 10th. Childcare will
be provided; if you need this
service, please indicate this
on the sign-up sheet.

Loved and Known

“Jesus knows me, this I love,” read the church sign.
That twist on the classic children’s song emphasizes the importance of being both loved and known. “It’s not one or
the other; it’s hard truth and ridiculous grace,” sings conrd
Saturday, February, 23 , - Youth Winter temporary Christian artist Tauren Wells in “Known.”
Timothy Keller, in The Meaning of Marriage, deJam Concert in Greensboro: Youth will
scribes
the
duality this way: “To be loved but not known is
meet at the church to leave at 12 NOON and
plan to return back to the church around comforting but superficial. To be known and not loved is
MIDNIGHT. $30 for tickets is due to Tyler Van Meter our greatest fear. But to be fully known and truly loved is,
no later than Wednesday, February 20th. Youth well, a lot like being loved by God. It is what we need more
should also bring additional money with them for a than anything. It liberates us from pretense, humbles us out
of our self-righteousness, and fortifies us for any difficulty
meal during the evening.
life can throw at us.”

Sunday
9:30 AM
10:30 AM

Thank you for your donations for King Outreach Ministry. Last month, we collected 20 jars of
peanut butter.
Please remember this is an ongoing mission
project. Our items to collect are all kinds of beans,
peanut butter, and jelly. Donations are taken to
KOM after the 3rd Sunday of each month.

Sunday School for all ages
Morning Worship Service
Children’s Church

Wednesday
6:00 PM
7-8:00 PM

7-8:30 PM
8:00 PM

Fellowship Supper
Adult Bible Study
Worship Team Practice
GapKids (Children K-6th grade)
Preschoolers Bible Lessons (ages 3-5)
Salt-Teens Youth Group
Worship Band Practice

THE MESSENGER is a monthly publication of QUAKER GAP BAPTIST CHURCH, 2265 FLAT SHOALS ROAD—KING, NC
PHONE ~ (336) 994-2117, FAX ~ (336) 994-2116; E-MAIL ~ QuakerGapBaptist@embarqmail.com
Jack Darida, Senior Pastor
Nikki Pruitt, Interim Wednesday Night Minister to Youth

James Byrd, Minster of Music
April Ragan, Administrative Assistant
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Wednesday Supper
Class Sponsors
Infants & Ones
02/03
02/10
02/17
02/24
03/03

M/M Andy Moore
M/M Steve Lawson
M/M Ken Self
M/M David Weavil
Beth & Cailee James
Sarah Rice

02/03
02/10
02/17
02/24
03/03

Communion
M/M Wayne Delapp
OPEN
Mary Moser
M/M Mike Gordon

Deacons of the Week

Wee Worship
(Twos, Threes & Fours)
02/03 M/M Zane McKinney
02/10 M/M Chris Stover
02/17 Lorri Dodson &
Kayli Hinson
02/24 Sarah Allen &
Reba Mankins
03/03 Michelle Sells
Shirley Samuels

Wednesday
Preschool Bible Lessons
02/06
02/13
02/20
02/27
03/06

Joyce Proctor (12)
M/M Chuck Moser (13)
Natalie Borders (14)
Kathy & Laken Ford (15)
Melinda Gibson (16)

Wednesday GapKids
02/06 Mary Lawson
02/13 Michelle Sells
Shirley Samuels
02/20 Mary Lawson
02/27 Chad McKinney
03/06 Mary Lawson
Nursery Contact
If
you
have
nursery questions or
scheduling issues that
you cannot work out, please
contact Merideth Van Meter at 336413-8155.

02/03 Mark Smith
Lloyd Allan
02/10 Mike Gordon
Clint Hartgrove
02/17 Larry Lancaster
Scott Hinson
02/24 Mark Holt
Dan Nance
03/03 J. C. Holt
Dennis Ruff

Sanctuary
Ushers / Greeters

02/03 Clint Hartgrove
Jim Walton
02/10 April Lancaster
John Clark
02/17 Mike Sands
L. C. Allen
02/24 John Henry Boles
Mark Holt
03/03 Larry Linville
Jeremy Borders

Entryway Greeters
FH=Fellowship Hall Side
EW=Educational Wing Side

02/03 Natalie Borders (FH)
Jeremy Borders (EW)
02/10 John Henry Boles (FH)
Danny Bowman (EW)
02/17 David Lee (FH)
April Lancaster (EW)
02/24 John Clark (FH)
Diane Scoville (EW)
03/03 Mark Holt (FH)
L. C. Allen (EW)

02/06 Faithful Workers/Ex. the
Bible (Samuels/Pruitt/Walton)
02/13 Young Adult
(Ruff/Lee)
02/20 4 Gs (D. Hartgrove/Embree
Hinson/Smith)
02/27 Adult 1 (Bowman/Burge/
Hall/Mankins/Proctor)
03/06 Faithful Workers/Ex. the
Bible (Samuels/Pruitt/Walton)
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Quaker Gap Baptist Church Activities

Monday

3

Tuesday

4

9:30 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship
Service
Children’s Church
6:00 PM
Youth Super Bowl Party
Home of Mike & Amy
Embree

10
8:00 AM Men’s Breakfast
9:30 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship
Service
Children’s Church
5:00 PM Youth Leadership Team Meeting-FH

17

6:30 PM Men’s Fellowship & Cornhole
Fellowship Hall

10:00 AM Ladies’ Bible
Study—Multipurpose Rm.

11

6:30 PM Men’s Fellowship & Cornhole
Fellowship Hall

12
10:00 AM Ladies’ Bible
Study—Multipurpose Rm.

18

19
6:00 AM Men’s Breakfast
Bible Study - PB Clark’s

Children’s Church

1:00 PM ACTS Meeting
6:30 PM Men’s Fellowship & Cornhole

24

5
6:00 AM Men’s Breakfast
Bible Study - PB Clark’s

9:30 AM
AM Sunday
Sunday School
School
9:15
10:30AM
AMWorship
Worship
10:30
Service
Service Church
Children’s
5:00 PM Chi Rho in
Concert

Wednesday

10:00 AM Ladies’ Bible
Study—Multipurpose Rm.

25

9:30 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship
Service
Children’s Church

26
10:00 AM Ladies’ Bible
Study—Multipurpose Rm.
11:00 AM Friendly Club
Meeting

6:30 PM Men’s Fellowship & Cornhole
Fellowship Hall

7:00 PM Deacons’
Meeting

Thursday

13

2

7

8

9

14

15

16

12:00 NOON
Bulletin
Deadline
6:30 PM Women
Warriors Bible
Study—Home of
Beth James

6:00 PM Fellowship Meal
12:00
NOONNDeadline
7:00 PM Adult Bible Study
12:00
OON
Worship Team Practice
for
Bulletin
Bulletin
GapKids
Submissions
Deadline
PreK Bible Lessons
Deadline for
7-8:30 PM Youth Bible
August Messenger
Study
8:00 PM Worship Band Submissions
Practice

20
6:00 PM Fellowship Meal
7:00 PM Adult Bible Study
Worship Team Practice
GapKids
PreK Bible Lessons
7-8:30 PM Youth Bible
Study-W/J $40 Due
8:00 PM Worship Band
Practice

27
6:00 PM Fellowship Meal
7:00 PM Adult Bible Study
Worship Team Practice
GapKids
PreK Bible Lessons
7-8:30 PM Youth Bible
Study
Evening Meal,
8:00 No
PM Worship
Band
Service or Activities
Practice

Saturday
1

6
6:00 PM Fellowship Meal
7:00 PM Adult Bible Study
Worship Team Practice
GapKids
PreK Bible Lessons
7-8:30 PM Youth Bible
Study
8:00 PM Worship Band
Practice

Friday

21
12:00 NOON
Bulletin
Deadline

28
12:00 NOON
Bulletin
Deadline

6:00 PM Sweetheart
Banquet
Fellowship Hall

Deadline for
Mar, Newsletter
Submissions

22

23
12:00 PM-12:00 AM
YOUTH
WINTER JAM
CHRISTIAN
CONCERT
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The Church as Mosaic
A mosaic consists of
thousands of little stones.
Some are blue, some are
green, some are yellow, some
are gold. When we bring our
faces close to the mosaic, we
can admire the beauty of each
stone. But as we step back
from it, we can see that all
these little stones reveal to us a beautiful picture,
telling a story none of these stones can tell by itself.
That is what our life in [the church] is about.
Each of us is like a little stone, but together we reveal
the face of God to the world. Nobody can say: “I
make God visible.” But others who see us together
can say: “They make God visible.” Christian community is where humility and glory touch.
—Henri J.M. Nouwen

As an ordained minister, Fred Rogers “Mr.
Rogers” harnessed the power of television to tell children they were loved — and to show them how to
love others. In You Are Special, he writes, “When we
love a person, we accept him or her exactly as is: the
lovely with the unlovely, the strong along with the
fearful, the true mixed in with the façade, and of
course, the only way we can do it is by accepting ourselves that way.”
In a review of the touching documentary
Won’t You Be My Neighbor? a writer for Variety notes:
“Rogers’ real secret was … that the call to love your
neighbor as yourself isn’t a slogan to hang in your
kitchen with flowers around it — it’s a decision you
make at every moment, to view every man, woman,
and child on earth as your neighbor. If you don’t see
Got Love?
and feel that, and act on it, then you’re just another
narcissist with a kitchen slogan.”
Love asks nothing in return but seeks those
Last October, when a synagogue shooting shat- who need it. And who needs our love more than
tered the peace of Rogers’ real-life former neighbor- those who are consumed with hatred and are utterly
hood, residents of all religions embraced one another devoid of love? —Dietrich Bonhoeffer
as neighbors. Afterward, the Fred Rogers Center statRipples of Kindness
ed, “We long for a day when there is no more tragedy
born from hatred.”
“I drop kindness

Lighten Your Load
Keeping sabbath, not just on Sundays but
throughout the entire week in an integrated way,
keeps us sane, says Donna Schaper. While our culture
pushes us to move faster, work harder, and acquire
more money and stuff, sabbath observances promote
play, rest, love, and worship.
“Sabbath — time for God — is a gift in its
origin and in its keeping,”
Schaper writes in Sabbath Keeping (Cowley Publications). “It is
not another must; it is a may.
God invites us to keep sabbath;
God does not demand it.”
The commandment to
keep the Sabbath day holy, she
notes, “is an invitation to a party, not to a hanging. Sabbath
keeping is not one more thing to
add to our already long lists. It
is lightness, not heaviness.”

pebbles in still water every day, and watch the effect they have on other
people’s lives. My favorite kindness pebbles are
compliments.
Drop a
compliment and watch
the ripple effect that it has
in your life.”
Remarkably, these cheery words come from
a father who has faced many dark, difficult days. In
6 Minutes Wrestling With Life, John Passaro tells of
his daughter’s heart-wrenching battle with meningitis. The struggles didn’t make him bitter; rather, he
frequently offers uplifting words on social media.
What if we followed Passaro’s example and
complimented people regularly? Philippians 4:8
(NIV) instructs us to think about things that are noble, lovely, admirable, excellent, and praiseworthy.
By extension, turning those positive thoughts into
words causes “kindness pebbles” to spread God’s
light in ripples throughout someone’s day — and,
doubtless, through ours.
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